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landverhuizers. Het 11 een longe winter zeweest, hiar liat i

a-winters veel snecuw. Ik heb het sortret gezlen, mij dunkt

dat 1k U nog ken. Mazr Klassoon die ken 1l niet. Msoar dosr stuast |

in de brief dut gij drie portretten stuurt. ' i

M weet ik nilet veel mser te achrijven. ilacr groctenis azn ml jn |

fumilie. Een zoon van Jacob Dunnink die 13 overleden en Jan

Dunnink die 13 getrouwd en heeft ecn vrou# met vier lkinderen, |

mesr 1s nu soldaaet, heeft vrl jullliiz Zetekend, die krijgen in |

eon Jeer 700 dollar. MNu weet ik niet meer. |

dchri if de brief aan mi} zelven. Scartjr spoedig terug. Nu .

breelon 1k af met de pen smaer niet met het hart. ' ° -

w . Ardries Sterlten. :
Yl1llemina vnn Rerde. -
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Groningen
March 1865

Dear beloved brother [ let you know that we are all healthy and hope

that you are too. [f it isn't so it would make me sorry. We received-
your letter in health, We read .that you are doing good -and: that you -
were. by Aunt Klaasje and now that. you are ON: YOUr own, & :o¢ivic oo

['m on my own land and have been there two years. You know that I'm’ -
married again and my wife comes from Den Haem, 1 don't think ‘you'know
her. .We have a daughter, she's three months old and her name is Dina,
Greitje has two children and they. are healthy, The youngest is three

months, ' _ e T S

I hear that land renters want to come here to America from Rouveen in
Staphorst and heard that cousin Hendrik also is coming, If you want to
come, 1 don't know. You say one thing is holding you back. MWrite og:z
what that thing is, [ know it thankfully well, it is your forthcominy >
wife, If you want to come, I leave that up to you.: ' You wrote that:you
are having it good and are healthy and are having pleasure in life., And
hope that we through God's goodness we may see each other again because
1t is better for me here than.in Holiand. SRR S

Those that can and want to work-cah-make'a'good living. -In the winter

['m cutting logs and get 16 schillings per thousand ‘feet, I and Albert

€an earn 10 schilling a day.. Now we are cutting cord wood and get 10 o
schillings a cord. One cord 8. ft. long, 4 ft. .wide, and 4 ft. high, -
That ‘way I can earn 12.schillings, Maybe you can't:earn ‘that much, 1.7
took ten acres to keep clean that way we get $130 with the three:of us,”
and the owner must pick up the logs,

The war is getting better they say it will soon be over., I registered
as volunteer but Berend didn‘t. Now he's free from the lottery.

Everything was high priced. Now it's getting cheaper. Gold was a good
$2. Paper money was gold for renters.

It's been a long winter, Here lays a lot of snow.

I saw your picture. It seems I know you yet but Uncle Klaas I don't
know, In the letter you said you sent three pictures. [ don't have
much more to write. Greetings to the relation,

A son of Jacob Dunnink died and John Dunnink is married and has a wife
and four children but now is a soldier., He volunteered. He gets $700.

Now I can't think of anything no more. Send the letter to me right
- S0on. Now sign off with the pen but not with the heart,

Andries Sterken

~ Willemina Van Eerde
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Groningen 12 April. /373

W1} hebben Uw Lrlefl -ezi:n, Yedsr en moedor 21l jn nogz coerd ce-
zond. 21/n vroww wou au roz el ecn letterp schri jven. N
Jentjf i nox eens sjocdlz wedee or senrlif necr 2an mll zelf.
sartedl ji ven ml] ~e-coet Andries 3terven. Wllneluina van Berde.
dozr zelicfde vrocder eon Zuster. - - ¢ o ' R

Ik lawt U weter d t ai) 12015 zoud ~czond %1 'n en dat hopen wo
van U ouk, wug it anders el zou ons V. n narte lesd zijn.
Bercnd 1is glsberuvond-nog;bij«ons*gewéést”met zlin meid en dat’

- #nl Jdenk 1k ook z1 jn vrouw wel worden. Ik lieb tegen Berend xeze;
als hlj U wou opislen den zouden wij nem ook nog wel wet gevon
voor ds rels.cilecr Berend hed daar geen 'zin in. Harm Kracht wou
hem ool nog wel wet ~even voor de'rels azn-Berend, masr nlj zal

" wel nlet komen.. Grictjes schoommoeder 1s overleden, die lag
s-morzens dood op bed, daur kunnen wij weer zlen hoe zauw de
dood voor ons allen komen kan. Maar 21j wes wel bereid,
liceder 1is nog-goed gezond. - =~ . . D o

: N s ; Willemina van Eecrde.

derngeiiefdéﬁbfaeder en zuster,:

W1j laten U weten dat wij nog goed zezond z1ijn en dat hopen
wlj van U hetzelfde. %as het andecrs aet zZou ons van hurte

Jecd 21jn o W1} heblicn nu twes kinderen: Dina 13 nu vier en
ean halfl jasr en Jun londrilk is een lear en zcven waand.

firlet Je h2eft ook twee kinderen en cen dood. W1 j woxnen in
hoorloos en Grietie in Loord. Holland. Berend sgaat Zaterdas
weer noer de-zargmolen. i1 hecft twee plastsen, éen in Hoor-
1003 €n een op: Groningen blj onze volk. H1i z2nl misschien

niet komen bi} U. -
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Groningen
April 12, 1873

We have read your letter. Father and Mother are hea]fhy.Juﬂy;wifg”‘ B
wanted to write you a letter. .Write:back soon and write it to me,
Sincere greetings from me ° _

Andries Sterken.:

" Wilhelmina van Eerde

© Dear Brofher and Sister

I let you know.that we are still nealthy and we hope that:ybu are too,

“Should it be different we would feel really sad.

Berend was here last night with his girlfriend, and | ;ﬁjngféﬁé‘alsd
will become his wife, . . Ve e

[ £ T
[ IS RS

[ told Berend when he wanted to pick you up, we wanted to give him some
too for the trip, but Berend did not want to do it. Harm Kracht wanted
to give .him something too for the trip, but 1 do not think he will came,
Grietjes mother-in-law died.. She laid in the morning dead in bed,
There we can see agein how fast the time sometimes cames, but .she was
ready to go. . : L NI R

Mother is still nealthy,

Wilhelmina van Eerde

Dear Brother and Sister;

We let you know that we are still healtﬁy, and we hope you ‘are tog?
Would it be different we would feel sad. ' '

We have now two children: Dina is 4 1/2 and Jan Hendrik is 1 year and 7
months, Grietje also has two children, one is dead.

We live in Noordeloos and Grietje in North Holland.

Berend will go Saturday to the sawmill. He has two places, one in
Noordeloos and one in Groningen at our parents. He is not going to you,

£
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}eli:f3e uroider en zuator on vaeclgon £ 1330,

~

én hojen hebzellflée von U r1° -n. 5 o R

Wi hiebben Uw lertste brief in Zocden velstond ontvanzen or
Wl wnren bl4jde om welderom wen U te roren, o
auster Jncobje is mitnday den 71 Auvruatus overleden, zij w: s
in huls b4 eun vun ha v zoons. ‘

Z1j wordt .orzen den 24 Auzastus bezravin om 12 wur en zos
wordt ona koppeltjc klelncw. .
Brogder fAndries 1s noz in dolland, 4 .aijlen vin ons af.
Voor zover wilj weten 2zl jn ze zoed ;ezond.

» 1] hebhen in Uw Yl atste Erief zezizn d-ot gl ona versocht
en dat gi1) mi] eens gracgz wou zien. '

#1j hod'en het misschien oolr wel gsdoen , meir zo als gill wezt
2zou Jnn ven broeder Albert mea komsn, ms:r tosn #erd ziin '
enizste dochtertje zick en 1a zestorven.asn de tering. a
En nu 1s weer een van zijn zosns zlek sn die betert wellieht
ook ni:zt, ' : . .

En zoo lunt 21} wel zien d=-t wi]J niet Yomen konden,

Wil hebien het dorschen klaar, “iJ hedien om de .600 bushzls,
det 1s huver, turse en roz e met ell:nder. Het kSken is ook
“bljne rijp. Het heoelt QMer crraig Iroug zeqeest. von zoger.

Er 2iin ook niet vael tardcpoelen, ze zijn acrdig dunr vin
1.50 tot 2.00 de buskel. _ B - '
' 213t van ons allien Hertell jk gezroet.
Y

1y 1eten T oo v deven weSen ot 11§ nog clien joed -ozond s,

r




Hol]and,'Michigan
1915

Dear Brother and Family

We got your letter with picture and were pleased to here from you. We
are in good health and wish you the same,

You quit farming and live now with the children. Your family stays
clase together,

We live now in town too. We rented the farm out to our son Gerrit. He
is the only one from the boys who is a farmer, Hendrik the oldest one
works at the lumberyard. Jan works at the railroad. Arie is a farmers
hand, Willie is carpenter. Dina the oldest daughter is married to a
taylor and Libbie works at a lawyer,

We have five boys and two girls. Three boys are married and one of the
girls. Hendrik was married, but his wife died.

Gerrit has five children, four girls and one boy. The other of mine
children who are married have no children. Four of my children live
also in town, two in Battle Creek, one on the farm. My farm is 4 miles
from the town of Holland. Holland is a nice town and has 10,200 people.
There are 15 churches--chance enough to go to church. 1 don't have much
to do anymore in the town--feeding chicken and keeping the garden clean.

Corad Smit and Grietje are both dead. Jacobje takes turns staying with
her children. Berend and Jan are not coming to Netherlands because one
of Jan's children died on the tering. When someone comes we will give a
picture along, '

Andries




Hollond 29 Decomber 1615

Wenrde broeder on verdoere femilie.

“i1J laten U weten, als dat wlj ullen nog in goede rezondheid
bevinden. WiJ heblen wel wet lanz iewacht om Je sawen een
brief te seirrijven, ma p wij hadien ons scmen laten ultphoto-
graveren op net nortret. _ N

Die dog toen wil net sortret hebien irten meken , datum 14
December waren wij net 53 jaran in het huwell 'k verbonden.
Da:r zult gi1j ons sumen nog wel op herlennen. ;
Do t1id niect waar guet zoo anal voorblj. Zoodoende dschten wll
eon portret te nemen en er een van nanr iederlend te sturen
tot ecn gedschtenis. :

Duar de tijden ver:nderen zoals w1} dageld jks zlen, leven wij
nog in een zeir gezesende toestend. -

In biina 2 jsar met deze oorlog hebLen xiy al vele mensachen
in deze oorlog het leven zekost -daar in Europa. -
Zoo ver dat srngant zijn wij hier gslukiig dat Amerika niet
in Qorlog 1is. .

Hier gast alles zijn zeregelde manz, o -

Broer Berend woont op Zeeslnrnd 6 mijl van Holland. W1i] hebben
hem lsten weten dnt wlj een brief met ecn portret naar U toe
sturen. L . ’ S ' S

Tevens melden wij 1in deze brief van broer Berend en vrouw en
Jinderer. En van mi] en vrouw en kinderen en verdere femilie
en wensen Jje srmen vesl hell en Zegen in net nieuwe Jarr dat
arnstsende is 1916. _ : o R

Vecl nieuws kan je niet schrljven en met de heste wensen

hoop ik dut z1j deze letters in gezondheid moogt ontvinzen.
Sclirl jf eens spoedlyg terug of gij de brief en portret xoed
hebt ontvangen en hoe of het met je sumen gaat.

Ontvang de hurteld jke grocten van mij en de vrouw.

Andries Sterken.

Teay Y
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Holland
December 29,:1915: 5
DearaBrgpherfandfFamilflf‘ o i

He Ieffydu‘knbw_thatlweﬂarQﬁﬂﬂlgneaﬂmhy Hong to: :

write you~backwtogetnen,~andanowwwexhage aapictdnéitakénﬁtogether:fQIhe:
day.the picture was taken was..our 53rd -anniversarysofioursiwedding-on.;
December 14.:- The time-is;getting.so fast that:we thought takingiad =i s
picture, from all .of.usitogether:and.send it.to you, to: the Netherlands. -
There you will recognize..us .from. . ‘There:the: times are changing-so fast: .
like we:see every:-day.: .Wesare:still in-good:health:and’ fee} blessed; i ;.
' : w PR EROE I A ¢ S e £ I I A e o
“In the two years of this war .we' saw:lots. of people.from
killed .in Europe.. So.far we a

1o fheretgetting:-{
_ 11 re.glad that -‘America:is not at war. Here .
everything.is going the regular way. i .0 '~ .0 T oG

ii1s g

Brother Berend lives. .in Zeeland, 6 miles .from Holland, We let them know
that we send a:picture to.you. In.the same time with:thisletter we. ik
wish you all a Blessed New:.Year :for:1916:from my:wifeand:children an R
also from Brother Berend, his wife and children and the rest of the

fami 1 ies.._ Loy nmki ot b o

More news I do not have to write. And with the best wishes [ hope you
get this letter in good health., Write back 'soon if you got this letter
With the picture. Let us know how you people are doing. ' o

Yo

Many greetings from me and my wife,

Andries Sterken
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